“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIT!)
Lesson Plan
TEACHING AT HOME USING

I’'m Very Busy!
KBRIBIT!»

Book information

Authors Woo Yen Yen and Colin Goh
Translator Tan Dan Feng
Illustrator Colin Goh

Baozi looks like he’s too busy to play with Xiajiao
Synopsis and Shaomai but realizes that it's really not very

fun being busy without his friends.

Which is more important, looking like we are
Theme

“busy” or being with our friends?
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A Better Way to be Busy

Author’s note:

This story about “being busy” is inspired by how my daugh-
ter, when she was about 18 months started to talk a lot
more, and would regularly take my cellphone and walk
around chatting into the phone like she’s very busy. Our
children are constantly observing and mimicking us, and
one of the ways in which they learn implicitly from us is
how we handle being “busy”. And for many of us who
work from home, especially during a pandemic, it can feel
like we are constantly busy, and constantly digitally dis-
tracted.

It's a continual struggle but I've been trying to make sure

I mark out blocks of time for what's important in my life.
This means actually marking out time to be with my daugh-
ter, time for social media, time for friends. And making sure
that I don’t mix these up so that I'm psychologically pres-
ent in each block of time.

This book, “I'm Very Busy” is about deciding what’s import-
ant in life, and making sure that on a daily basis, we make
focused time where we are completely present for that. The
practice is so that we don't feel like we are busy and feel
pulled in so many directions all the time that we miss out
on what'’s really important.

Sincerely,
Yen Yen
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Responding to Children’s Artwork
Our kids, when they are drawing, love to show us what
they have drawn. Very often, it's hard to make sense of
their drawing, and we just say something general like,
“Great work!”. THEY KNOW we are just saying it without
fully engaging in the artwork! How do we comment on
their art so that they will think and create more?

The best teachers we know have taught us that it's im-
portant to ask questions that show we are actually en-
gaged in children’s artwork. So, instead of making a quick
judgment we can ask the following:

* “Tell me about this piece...”
* “What are you trying to say with this?”

» Ask about details like “Oh, she’s wearing red when
everyone else is wearing black, is there a reason for
that?” “This hand seems quite different from how you
used to draw hands ... what changed?”

* Ask about effort “Was it hard to draw such thin
lines?”

* Make connections to other things you've seen “This
reminds me of ... have you seen this other piece of
work?” These questions also extend their learning.

* Ask the kids to teach you how to draw something so
that they are positioned as powerful and knowledge-
able.
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIT!)

X V14,

Thoughtful engagement with children’s artwork encourages
them to think deeper and helps them understand that their
expressions can communicate a lot of information and so
that they become motivated to create even more. Having an
engaged audience really helps creators!

Practice reading aloud

Listen and practice using the Dim Sum Warriors Mobile Comic
App every day.

Research shows better recall when something is read aloud
rather than read silently. And even better recall when learners
are hearing their own voices reading aloud. So, record your
own voices in the READ function of the app and playback to
listen!
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Making Connections
After reading aloud “I'm Very Busy”, chat using the following

prompts with kids so that they can make “text-to-self”, and

“text-to-world” connections. Pepper the conversation liberal-
ly and casually with the key words used in the text. There are
word lists below that you can tag on your wall for easy refer-

ence.

Text-to-Self Connections

* Baozi is very busy. Have you ever been busy or have you
ever seen someone busy?
fRAECEHRT A REJRICHAL?

* What do grown-ups’ faces look like when they are busy?
RAARICHHIRBRKEAE?

* How do people walk when they’re busy?
RICHNEHFER?

* What does it feel like to be busy?

RICHBHER 2 R5E?

Text-to-World connections

* Is it good to be busy?

TCRRFF4F 2

* Is there “good” busy and “bad” busy?

BEE T NITENT REF BICE?

* Do you like being busy?

fRERICERAR DG ?

* What recommendations do you have for grown-ups when
they feel very busy? What can they do?

RIICERBIAAB ARG ? i s AR S IR ?
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Revisit JAM session dated November 7th, 2020.
Draw Baozi's emotions (1&£) throughout the book and know what the trigger events are (fii’k 52).

Re-tell the story using those emotions. Talk about what happened that triggered the emotions . (Il FXE (54 1

WEHH—R)°
Very busy
“hénmang
page 1,3-6,8
Annoyed
bl naifan

page2,7,11
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page 13

Disappointed
shiwang de
page 15

Dejected
JHTRRY
jusang de
page 17

NAME:
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Surprised
1RIF8
jingya de
page 18

Relieved

songle yi kdugi
page 19
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FKIRIT!) - Activity sheet

NAME:

DATE: /

Use this mini-poster as a reference for Baozi's emotions (& FHJI54)

<mmm___w.m_u< Em_wma;sa
hén mdng mz,z%@

Relieved
O\ mT—O%

’-ﬂb >=_“ﬂw3ﬂ=_._§ma

| At iE | . } song le yikou gi
hii naifan
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIT!) - Activity sheet
NAME: DATE: / /

Draw!
BEE IR E B H

idiom: p1xing dai yue
So busy that you wear stars on your back the moon on your head. This idiom
describes working so much that you have no time to rest. Revisit JAM session
Nov 14th, 2020.
Draw a picture of what you look like when you are very busy working.

RBZGREH A —IFICIE? 5 EEELpERE-
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FKIRIT!) - Activity sheet

NAME:

DATE: /

Create a Schedule!

Use these words to help you create your schedule in Chinese!

Leisure activities:
Read

Draw

Play computer
games

Exercise
Chat

Watch TV

Work activities:
Homework

School

Everyday activities:

Wake up
Eat
Sleep
Exercise
Shower

Brush teeth

tTEBEh / BrEEAN
2y
LIPS

BEM

BT
ik

el 2%
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yuedu
huahua

da diandong/
wan diannao

yundong
lidotian

kan dianshi

zuoye

Xuéxiao

shui xing
chidongxi
shuijiao

yundong




“I'm Very Busy!” (FKIRIT!) - Activity sheet NAME:
DATE: / /

Create a Schedule!

Use these words to help you create your schedule in Chinese!

HYBT[E)R

EH— EHZ EH= EHM EfE  Fri- EHA7S EHAX
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday day Saturday Sunday

Tam
8am
9am
10am
llam
thtF
1pm

2pm
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FKIRIT!) - Activity sheet NAME:
DATE: / /

3pm

4pm

5pm

6pm

pm

8pm

9pm

10pm

EH—
Monday

Create a Schedule!

Use these words to help you create your schedule in Chinese!

RYBTiEIZR
EH” EH= EHM EfE  Fri- EHA7S
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday day Saturday
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIt!) - Activity sheet NAME:
DATE: / /

Draw a picture of the “work”

Related ideas you see! Revisit JAM session on Nov 14th, 2020.

Work TIff gongzuo Meeting kaihui Discuss tdolun

very busy hén mang | don’ t have time wo méi kong
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FHRIT!) - Writing Sheets

SIGHT WORDS LIST
Level 1

Study these words and learn to write them. You can also challenge yourself by
going to “I'm Very Busy” in the APP and playing the “Hats Off” Game. Break
these up over many days so that it's not too much for one day. Skip the words
you already know.

is [ are = shi
good iF hao
a (person or thing) 1T gé
very 1R hén
I/ me £S5 wo
at (a place) T Zai
also / as well qu yé
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FKIRIC!) - Writing Sheets

SIGHT WORDS LIST
Level 2

Study these words and learn to write them. You can also challenge yourself by

going to “My Way is the Best” in the APP and playing the BOING BOING BALL

GAME. Break these up over many days so that it's not too much for one day.
Skip the words you already know.

Hmm I/} A
Used at jche end of a il ba
suggestion
Hey % héi
Used at the end of a I

. g ma
question
Not yet ; méi
Look / watch [ see / X
read & kan
And / with A hé
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FHRIT!) - Writing Sheets

SIGHT WORDS LIST
Level 3

Study these words and learn to write them. You can also challenge yourself by

going to “My Way is the Best” in the APP and playing the BOING BOING BALL

GAME. Break these up over many days so that it's not too much for one day.
Skip the words you already know.

Ah! 2] a
Haha i ha
Hehe = X1
Hey M= Wei
Squeak 157 zht
Chirp i) zha
Oh 537 o)
Sigh L2 ai
What? PR yi
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Word List: Level 1

Study these words and learn to write them. You can also challenge yourself by
going to “I'm Very Busy” in the APP and playing the “Take It Down” Game. Break
these up over many days so that it's not too much for one day. Skip the words
you already know.

Note to parents: we have deliberately made the examples easy to

read and explain for kids and families who are English-dominant.
You can use the example 1 or example 2, whichever fits your level better.

Understand EAE mingbai
1. Do you BEH what | am saying? 2. {REBEFHERTAMIE?
Week EHH xingqi

1. We will go back to school on 28i—. 2. HTE#—=EE Life
Work T1E gongzuo
1. I'm very busy with my T{E. 2. B T{ERITe

What? t4 shénme
1. Why are you so busy? 2. fRAHAXAIT?

Really BN zhénde
1.I'm EAY very busy. 2. REMRIT.

(Have) free time B you kong
1. Do you BZE to play now? 2. {REIER T ?

Busy T mang
1.I'mveryC. 2. HRITe
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIT!)

Writing Worksheet: Level 1
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIT!)

Writing Worksheet: Level 1
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIT!)

Writing Worksheet: Level 1

r - T Tr

4
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIT!)

Writing Worksheet: Level 1
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIT!)

Writing Worksheet: Level 1
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIT!)

Writing Worksheet: Level 1

|l e

prs
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Word List: Level 2

Study these words and learn to write them. You can also challenge yourself by
going to “My Way is the Best” in the APP and playing the EGGSPLOSION GAME.
Break these up over many days so that it's not too much for one day. Skip the
words you already know.

Note to parents: we have deliberately made the examples easy to read and ex-

plain for kids and families who are English-dominant. You can use the example 1
or example 2, whichever fits your level better.

Wait % déng

1. Wait a minute! 2. £—%!

Know ySIbE] zhidao
1. | 0i& you are very busy. 2. FAERRITe

Very IEE feichang
1.1 know you are JE& busy. 2. FEEFRIEFEITe

Friends AR péngyou
1. lwant to play with my FA%&. 2. 8KV R Do

But A& késhi

1. lwant to play, A2 I'm very busy. 2. &85 Af2FKEITe
Because ESpg yinwei

1. I can’t play with you £ I'm very busy.
2. AR FRARSEF (Rt
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIT!)

Writing Worksheet: Level 2
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIT!)

Writing Worksheet: Level 2
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIT!)

Writing Worksheet: Level 2
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIT!)

Writing Worksheet: Level 2
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIT!)

Writing Worksheet: Level 2

FEAE

L=
=
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIT!)

Writing Worksheet: Level 2
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Word List: Level 3

Note to parents: we have deliberately made the examples easy to read and ex-
plain for kids and families who are English-dominant. You can use the example 1
or example 2, whichever fits your level better.

Meeting HE kaihui

1. Let’'s = next Tuesday. 2. {128 _FH Mo

Discuss Wit taolun

1. Let's 1€ at our next meeting. 2. T F—XR A SHIBHZEITILIEo
Game Di: 354 youxi

1. This %% is so much fun! 2. XK EEBR!

Actually Hst qishi

1. H32»it's more fun playing with friends!
2. H3> AR —EEIm2EAE!

Fun, interesting B youqu
1. This game is veryBil! 2. XN EB !
Get ready ER zhunbei

1. 1am getting ready to play the game. 2. BERHX Mo
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIT!)

Writing Worksheet: Level 3
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIT!)

Writing Worksheet: Level 3
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIT!)

Writing Worksheet: Level 3
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIT!)

Writing Worksheet: Level 3
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIT!)

Writing Worksheet: Level 3
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIT!)

Writing Worksheet: Level 3
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“I'm Very Busy!” (FRIT!)

Writing Worksheet: Level 3
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